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1 Introduction

TheatreCapture was conceived in response to the IMMDSReview report, and provides a solution for the
collection of patient-identi�able anaesthetic record and implant information at the time of operation. Its
two main components are a Raspberry Pi computer which extracts data from the anaesthetic machine,
and a smartphone app for the collection of patient, implant, and location data via QR code and data
matrix scanning. TheatreCapture has a number of bene�ts. It enables the identi�cation of patients who
have received a faulty or expired implant, and given a database of faulty implants exists, it can prevent
the use of these implants in the �rst place. By automating data collection from the anaesthetic machine,
anaesthetists and nurses need no longer record vital stats manually, allowing them to focus on patient
care. This also means data can be recorded at more frequent intervals, creating a large data set for future
analysis. By using existing technology, we o�er a cheap, long-term solution that will ease the transition
towards digital technology in healthcare.

1.1 Project Overview

Figure 1: A diagrammatic overview of an operation using TheatreCapture

The following procedure summary outlines the use of TheatreCapture over the course of an operation:

1. Data is extracted from the anaesthetic machine using a Raspberry Pi.

2. The Pi sends this data in real-time to be stored in the cloud along with a session ID.

3. It also sends this data via Bluetooth to any devices that connect to it.

4. The smartphone app initially connects to all the Pis it can hear.

5. The user selects or scans their machine, and the app disconnects from the rest of the Pis. The
phone records the session ID received from the selected machine.

6. The app is then used to scan:

ˆ The room code

ˆ The patient wristband

ˆ Any implants being used

7. The app sends this information to the cloud as it is scanned along with the session ID it received.

8. The session ID can then be used to link up phone and Pi data in the cloud.
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1.2 In This Document

The TheatreCapture project can be broken down into three main parts:

ˆ The anaesthetic machine

ˆ The app

ˆ Marketing

Sections 2 - 4 will go in-depth about each of these parts respectively and possible future progressions.
The GitHub repositories containing di�erent components of the project are linked in section 5.

2 Data From The Anaesthetic Machine

Currently, a Raspberry Pi Zero W is used to extract data from the machine, then share it via Bluetooth
and store it in the cloud. The Pi Zero W is the cheapest Raspberry Pi model with WiFi and Bluetooth
capabilities.

2.1 Extracting Data From The Machine

The Raspberry Pi code that reads data from the anaesthetic machine is written in C# and was refactored
from this repository. The Pi is connected to the machine using a USB to RS232 converter and a null
modem.

2.2 Sending Data Via Bluetooth

Data is shared from the Raspberry Pi to the phone using the Bluetooth GATT protocol. The Pi is the
GATT server and the phone is the client - the phone connects to the Pi and reads data from it. The
server contains one service, which has three characteristics - session ID, heart rate (HR), and oxygen
saturation (SpO2). Heart rate and SpO2 are notifying characteristics, which means they update any
connected devices with new values. Currently, the server does this every �ve seconds. The session ID
is read-only, so connected devices have to read again if they want to check their session ID is up to date.
Ideally, the server would notify of session ID change. The code for the GATT server is written in python,
and is available on GitHub.

For details of how the phone reads data from the Pi GATT server, see section 3.2.

2.3 Sending Data To The Cloud

Figure 2: Data �ow from the anaesthetic machine to the database in the cloud

The Raspberry Pi code that reads data from the anaesthetic machine also sends it to the cloud - specif-
ically Amazon Web Services (AWS) was used. The process of sending data to the cloud is structured to
eventually use AWS GreenGrass.

The following documentation explains the steps shown in Figure 2:

ˆ AWS IoT MQTT

ˆ AWS IoT Rules

ˆ AWS DynamoDB
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Currently, the DynamoDB database on the EU West server has four tables:

ˆ GTINLookup - Mock table for GTIN-Item name lookup

ˆ ScanRecord - Stores data of codes scanned by mobile phone

ˆ TheatreCapture-PiData - Stores data collected from the anaesthetic machine

ˆ TheatreCapturePatientStore - Currently not used

2.4 Anaesthetic Machine - Future Progression

Currently, anyone can connect to and read data from the Raspberry Pi GATT servers, provided they
know the unique ID. This means anyone could access potentially sensitive information. To combat this,
it would be good to look into encrypting the GATT server broadcast, and to only allow speci�c devices to
connect (e.g. a device with the TheatreCapture app and a valid login).

Furthermore, the code that is extracting the readings from the machine is refactored from a public repos-
itory. This should be rewritten in Python to make the code more maintainable and skip the extra step of
piping the readings to stdout and reading from that to broadcast it.

In the future, the data collected should be output to the National Theatre Data Set automatically. A custom
dashboard can be developed so that the tables can be displayed graphically and queried using a GUI.

2.4.1 Indoor location

As part of the project, an experimental method for determining the location of an anaesthetic machine
using Bluetooth Beacons was developed. A beacon would be placed in each operating theatre, and the
Raspberry Pi on the back of the anaesthetic machine would use the signal strengths from the beacons
it could hear to determine which room it is in. The code for this is found in the beacon-fingerprinting
folder of the code-snips repo.

The signal strength is measured using the Received Signal Strength Indication (RSSI), and is expected
to decrease with distance from the Raspberry Pi measuring device[1][2][3]. RSSI values tend to �uctuate
a lot, so averages taken over longer periods of time will give more accurate estimates of the distance
of a beacon from a machine. This is not a problem for the anaesthetic machine since it is likely to stay
stationary for long periods of time.

Currently, our solution records RSSI values from surrounding beacons until it has a speci�ed number
of data points, typically around 5000, which takes roughly 15 minutes. Analysis is then carried out on
this data post recording. It was found that RSSI measurements did not typically follow a standard sta-
tistical distribution, so Central Limit Theorem was used to obtain normally distributed data for each of
the beacons. Many means were calculated for samples of size 50, and these means followed a normal
distribution. A z-test could then be carried out on these distributions. With the result from the z-test, one
can work out the probability of having got that result if the two beacons actually had the same signal
intensity. If this value is low enough, one can reject this hypothesis and infer that the louder beacon does
indeed have a higher signal intensity, suggesting that it is closer to the Raspberry Pi. Since this beacon
is associated with a speci�c operating the theatre, the Pi can infer which room it is in. This would enable
the phone and machine to be automatically connected, since the phone knows which room it is in from
the QR code on the wall.

In order to use this method in the future, it would need to be adapted to perform hypothesis tests as the
data comes in. Then, the Pi would have to perform the analysis continuously. In order to account for the
face that the machine might move rooms, the Pi would have to �ush out old data as new data came in.

3 Mobile Application

The mobile application is written using JavaScript and React Native, as some team members already
had JavaScript experience. Additionally, React Native is open-sourced, allows for cross-platform devel-
opment which reduces development time, and is widely used, ensuring support for the library into the
future. The code for the app can be found in the intern2021-react-native repository. Figure 3 describes
the process of using the app.
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Figure 3: Flowchart diagram of the app.

3.1 Code scanning

The app acts as a scanner that records information about the patient, operating theatre and implants
used in the cloud. It uses the expo-camera module which has built-in code detection.

3.1.1 GS1 Data Matrix

Global Standard 1 (GS1) is a not-for-pro�t organisation that develops and maintains global standards
for business communication. GS1 standards in codes like bar codes, QR codes and data matrix codes
are the most widely used system of standards in the world. GS1 Application Identi�ers (AIs) are 2, 3
or 4 digit numbers which de�ne the meaning and the format of the data that follows. This is important
because implants will come with GS1 data matrix codes that encode their serial number, batch number,
expiry date, etc. which can be used to �ag implants that are expired or from a bad batch.

3.1.2 NHS Patient Wristbands

NHS Patient Wristbands also use GS1 Data Matrix codes, but they only encode 13 possible �elds, with
4 of them speci�cally for newborn infants. These codes have a built-in checksum to ensure that the NHS
number is valid.

NHS number checksum
The method to check if an NHS number is valid is as follows. An NHS number is 10 numbers in 3-3-4
format (xxx-xxx-xxxx), for example: 943 476 5919.

1. Multiply each of the �rst nine digits by 11 minus its position.

� 9 is the �rst digit: 9 � (11 � 1) = 90
� 4 is the second digit: 4 � (11 � 2) = 36
� 3 is the third digit: 3 � (11 � 3) = 21

...
� 1 is the ninth digit: 1 � (11 � 9) = 2

2. Sum the results,
90 + 36 + 24 + 28 + 42 + 30 + 20 + 27 + 2 = 299 :
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3. Get the remainder of the sum divided by 11,

299 (mod 11) = 2:

4. Subtract the remainder from 11 to get the checksum,

11� 2 = 9:

5. If this is not 10 and matches the last digit of the NHS number, it is valid.

3.1.3 Room Codes

The room codes are QR codes containing the ANANA code of the organisation followed by the operating
theatre number.

3.1.4 Pi Codes

The Pi codes are QR codes containing the name of the Pis connected to the anaesthetic machines. Each
of these codes encoded start with "piName-" followed by the name of the Pi.

3.2 Bluetooth Communication With The Anaesthetic Machine

Bluetooth connection between the Raspberry Pi GATT server and the phone is handled in BleList.js
component of the app, making use of the react-native-ble-plx package. Details of the Bluetooth
communication from the Pi side are in section 2.2.

The app connects to all the Pi GATT servers it can hear and displays them in a list ordered by proximity.
Also in the list are heart rate and oxygen saturation readings from the machine - other vital signs could
also be displayed if desired. The user can then make a comparison between the machine in front of them
and the readings on the app to select the correct machine. Alternatively, the user can scan a QR code
linked to the Raspberry Pi to connect them to the machine.

Proximity to a machine is calculated using the Bluetooth signal intensity (RSSI) received from it. Signal
intensity values �uctuate quite signi�cantly [3], so multiple measurements are made and an average is
taken over a period of 5 seconds. A longer averaging period would lead to more reliable results but
would make the app slower to update if the user moves around. Therefore, a balance needs to be found
between reliability and speed. More testing needs to be done on this.

Before the app can start scanning for Bluetooth devices, a new instance of the BleManager class from
react-native-ble-plx must be created. Then it begins scanning and connects to devices with the
UUID of our GATT server, 820fdfb2-1648-4963-aed4-dee794022118 . Once connected to a device, the
app reads its session ID, and begins monitoring the HR and SpO2 characteristics. In addition, a loop
starts that measures the RSSI value from the device every 0.5 seconds, and averages these readings
every 5 seconds. These loops run asynchronously for each device that connects, and the order of the
list updates every time a new average is calculated for a device.

The user has two methods of connecting to a machine, by selecting a machine in the machine menu or
by scanning a QR code that encodes the name of the Pi connected to the machine. Once a machine is
chosen, the app disconnects from all the other devices. The RSSI averaging calculations are stopped for
all devices. If alternatively the user chooses to proceed without a machine, all devices are disconnected.
Whether a machine is chosen or not, the user has the option to search again for Bluetooth devices. When
a rescan is initiated, the old BleManager is �destroyed�, and a new instance of the class created. This
may not be necessary, and the code could be changed to use the same instance the whole time the app
is running.

3.2.1 Known Bugs

There is currently a bug where the app stops measuring RSSI values from the devices it is connected to
after scanning for a period of time on the order of 30 seconds to a minute. The react-native-ble-plx
package makes heavy use of promises, and the function to measure the RSSI of a connected device,
readRSSI() , returns a promise. After some time and for an unknown reason, the app stops resolving
these promises, causing a large number of pending promises to build up, which eventually crashes the
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